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trained as a plant breeder and has had a spectacular career,
for now, at forty-eight, he is a Vice-President of the Supreme
Soviet, President of the Lenin Academy of Agricultural
Science, Academician and Member of the Praesidium of the
Academy of Sciences, and director of no less than four or
five research stations. His * new genetics' occupies the
time of scores of scientific workers, and the space of
numerous agricultural journals. His pronouncements have
come to have an ex cathedra quality reserved usually for
dictators or saints. He has fought bis way to recognition,,
not by laborious experiment and careful logic, but with the
weapons of the medieval schoolman: appeal to the
authority of official philosophy and zeal against heretics.
And he claims that his success in applying science to
agriculture proves that his theories are true.

All Lysenko's writing is in Russian, and very obscure
Russian at that. Therefore it has been impossible for
foreigners to get an accurate knowledge of the evidence on
which his claims are based. Recently, however, the * new
genetics' was summarised in a masterly essay in English by
Hudson and Richens l; and in 1945 I visited Lysenko's
institute on three occasions, saw his experiments for myself,
talked to his staff, and heard him lecture. Accordingly it
is now possible to make an objective and accurate analysis
of Lysenko's methods and to discuss their relation to
dialectical materialism. The following analysis is based
on Lysenko's writings, the essay by Hudson and Richens,
and my own observations in the Soviet Union.

Lysenko's style of writing, and that of his disciples, are
aptly described by Hudson and Richens as follows: * What
is characteristic is not an absence of logic, but an inter-
mixture of logical and alogical methods of procedure. It
frequently happens that two or three pages of careful
argumentation are followed abruptly by a sudden dart into
speculation of an extraordinary type, or into a minute
analysis of the motive of their critics, or into quotations
" l The New Genetics in the Soviet Union. Cambridge, 1946, p. 8S*